APR. 26. 2002 ! 0:3 1 AM 


OIPr220 I2W 01 


MO. 8543 P. 4 


Patent 

Cue No.: 48317US028 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
First Named Inventor: Japuntich, Daniel A. 

Application No.: 09/680465 Group Art Unit: 3761 

Filed: October 6, 2000 Examiner: Aaron J. Lewis 

Title: FIBROUS FILTRATION FACE MASK HA VINO A NEW 
UNIDIRECTIONAL FLUID VALVE 


Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 


. CBRTinCATH Of TBANBMTBBinN 

To But NO.: 7&>-»72>-«02 . 

1 fettoby cartlfy th»* thJ* COTiMpoctdcne* to bcinj tftetimf to tFWwrtttegJfttfta Pfttaft 
and Trademark Office an: , - , r *V W 


Afiti] , _ _ 


Dear Sir: 

Applicants acknowledge receipt of the Office Action mailed January 28, 2002. Please 
amend this application as set forth below. 

In m& Claims; 

Please amend claim 33 aa follows: 

33 . A filtering face mask that comprises: 

(a) a mask body that is adapted to fit over the nose and mouth of a wearer; and 

(b) an exhalation valve- that is positioned on the mask body substantially opposite to a 
wearer's mouth, the exhalation valve comprising: 

(1) a valve seat that comprises: 

(i) a seal surface; 

(ii) an orifice that Is circumscribed by the Bcal surface;, and 

(Hi) cross members that extend across the orifice to create a plurality of 

CO 

openings within the orifice; and g 

(2) a single flexible flap that has a fixed portion and only one free portion and 
first and second opposing ends, the first end of the single flexible flap^belxxg associated 

with the fixed portion of the flap so as to remain at rest during an exhalation, and the 
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